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POLITICAL. 
The Aftdb-i- Panjab (Lahore), of the 7th October, is glad Circulation, 


: 500 copi 
to say that the Amir appears to — 


appreciate British civilization and 
administration. Lately he introduced gas-light at Kabul 
and sent some men to Bombay to learn the use of the gas- 
machine. It is believed that he is also anxious to introduce 
the Indian system of land-revenue into Afghanist&n, and will 


shortly invite some officers well versed in settlement work 
from this country. 


The Koh-i- Ndr (Lahore), of the 10th October, says that penne 

India and the general the eyes of all India are at present : 
elections in England. turned to the general elections at 
home. As natives have not yet been granted the right of 
sending representatives to Parliament, the Indian political 
associations have made it a point to secure the return by 
British constituencies of candidates who sympathize with 
this country. The associations have prepared an appeal to 
electors on Indian grievances, of which several thousand 
copies will be printed and distributed in England. Another 


Amir of Kabu). 
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appeal has been prepared by natives who are in England at 
present. Itis to be hoped that these measures will be 
successful in exciting an interest among the British nation 
in Indian affairs. (The Hindustdnt, Lucknow, of the 4th 
October, makes nearly the same comments on the subject of 
general elections.) 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etaéwah), of the 8th October, says 
that the Pioneer lately mentioned a 
rumour to the effect that the Supreme 
Government would remove its head- 
quarters to Allahabad and the Local 
Government to Lucknow. The rumour is too good to be 
true, and the Pioneer itself does not give credence to it. But 
it is needless to say that Allahabad, being a more central 
place than Calcutta, is better suited for the residence of the 
Viceroy. Even if the Government of India does not like 
to leave Calcutta for some reason or another, the Local 
Government had better shift its head-quarters from’ Allaha- 
bad to a more central city, such as Agra, Cawnpore, or Luck- 
now. At the last mentioned city there are already many 
public buildings which could accommodate all head offices. 
GENERAL ADMISTRATION. 

The Najmu-l- Akhbar (Etawah), of the 8th October, says 
that it is rumoured that the Secretary 
of State is of opinion that a local 
frontier force should be enlisted for the protection of the 
mountain passes, But where will the money come from? 
Cannot a portion of the new 26,000 troops, whose enlistment 
has already been sanctioned, be employed for the protection 
of the frontier? Formerly Lord Randolph Churchill pro- 
fessed great sympathy with this country, but he has lately 
adopted a highly injurious policy. Is he unacquainted with 
the state of the Indian treasury? The license-tax, which 
was professedly imposed by Lord Lytton for the prevention 


and relief of famine, has been spent by the Government of, 
India on other objects, 


Head-quarters of the 
Supreme Goverment and 
the Government of the 
North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, 


Proposed enlistment of 
a local frontier army. 
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The Hindustdni (Lucknow), of the 11th October, says Circulation, 


Proposed introduction that Lord Dufferin has not yet done 
of an income tax. anything to gain popularity among 
the native population. On the contrary, his Government is 
about to adopt a measure which will cause widespread dis- 
content in the country. It is believed that the subject of 
the introduction of an income-tax is under contemplation. 
An income-tax is inevitable owing to the proposed increase of 
the military expenditure by two millions sterling, unless some 
great financial reforms are introduced. But it should be 
remembered, that, as it is, the tax-payer is over-burdened. 
The last straw will break the horse’s back. 


The Nydya Sudhé (Harda), of the 7th October, referring 


to the case of Dadaji Bhikaji, who ap- 
— Bombay High Ceart, plied to the High Court of Bombay 
“a the Hindu marriage for the restitution of conjugal rights, 

observes that.the suit was dismissed 
by Mr. Justice Pinhey on the ground that the court could not 
compel his wife to live with him, inasmuch as she was 
married when a mere child, and the marriage was never 
consummated. This decision may be in accordance with the 
English law of marriage. But it is clearly opposed to the 
Hindu law, and will have a very bad effect on Hindu society. 
It is surprising that an old and experienced Judge like 
Mr. Pinhey, who has lived so long in this country, should have 
given such an illegal decision. The business of a Judge is 
not to legisiate but to give effect to the law such as it is. 
The custom of infant marriage, which prevails among the 
Hindu community, is undoubtedly an evil one, nor is it 
enjoined by the Hindu law. But, on the other hand, the 
Sudhd think it impossible to allow Hindu boys and girls 
themself to choose their partners in life. It is well known 
that this custom of infant marriage leads to frequent scandals 
among the people among whom it is in vogue. (The Hin- 
dustdnt, Lucknow, of the 11th October, condemns the decision 
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of Mr. Justice Pinhey as revolution ary and opposed to the 
Hindu law, and hopes that it will be quashed on appeal.) 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 1st October, says 


itis eeede: en that it appears that about sixty or 
ris and book-binders seventy daftaris and book-binders, 
employed in the Govern- ~ rey: 
ment Printing Press, Cal- attached to the Government Printing 
rete Press at Calcutta, were lately told 
that they would be paid by the day and not by the month in 
future. They did not agree to the proposal and stopped 
work. The measure is really highly objectionable. This 
kind of cheeseparing can effect no large saving. If Govern- 
ment desires to reduce public expenditure, it should largely 


employ natives in place of Kuropeans in the public service 
on smaller rates of pay. 


The Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 3rd October, 
Dida viles-ter the ax referring to the draft rules for the 
pointment of the Maunici- appointment of the Municipal Com- 
CS mittee of Lahore, published in the 
Panjdb Government Gazette, of the 1st October, thanks the 
Panjab Government for giving the public an opportunity 
to criticize the rules, and urges the admission of a native 
editor to the committee. The native press is at present 
quite unrepresented. As electors are not influenced solely 
by the consideration of public interest in giving their votes, 
no member of the press is likely to be returned by them. 
Hence Government would do well to nominate a qualified 


native editor to the committee. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 3rd October, 
adverting to the comparison drawal 

opening atthe Sila Fine by Lord Dufferin, in his speech ab 
the opening of the Simla Fine Arts 

Exhibition, between the present social condition of this 
country and that of Italy in the fifteenth century in some 
respects, remarks that his Lordship is right in appes!iag 
to the native nobility to encourage the progress of indus- % 
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trial arts, as the Italian noblemen did in that century. But 
the Viceroy forgets that there is a vital difference between 
the India of to-day and the Italy of the 15th century. 
Italy enjoyed independence, and this favoured the growth of 
arts and industries. But the state of things in this country 
is very unsatisfactory. Patriotism is all but extinct among 
natives. The number of public-spirited men in this country 
may be counted on one’s fingers’ ends, 


The Shaftg-i- Hind \Lahore), of the 10th October, ob- 
serves that the Pioneer says that Pan- 
dit Ram Narain is unfit for a Chief 
Court Judgeship, and that the ap- 
pointment has been made by Sir Charles Aitchison simply 
to please natives! The selection must have been made 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in consultation with the Chief 
Court, and surely the Court is a better judge of the Pan- 
dit’s ability than the Pioneer, His Honor has elevated a 
native to the bench of the Chief Court, not in order to 
please natives, but because this concession had already been 
made in other provinces. Such favours are no doubt also 
calculated to please natives to some extent, but the misfor- 
tune is that the unjust clamour raised by narrow-minded 
Anglo-Indian newspapers on such occasions produces in the 
minds of natives just the opposite effect to that desired by 
Government. 


The Koh-i-Nvr (Lahore), of the 3rd October, in a com- 
municated article, publishes the pro- 
ceedings of a large and influential 
meeting held by the natives of Amritsar on the 27th Septem- 
ber to express joy at the elevation of Pandit Ram Narain to 
the Lahore Chief Court, Suitable speeches were delivered 
and resolutions passed. 


The Koh-i-Ntr (Lahore), of the 3rd October, expresses 


David Ross, Esq.,C.LE, satisfaction at the retention of the 
Traffic Manager of the sorvices of Mr. David Ross, O.LE., 


Sindh, Panjab and Delhi rege os 
Traffic Manager of the Sindh, Panjab 


Pandit Ram Narain’s 
elevation to the Lahore 
Chief Court. 


The same, 
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and Delhi Railway, by the Government of India, and praises 
him for his able admmistration of the line and his sympathy 
with natives. (The Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind, Lahore, of the 3rd 
October, is glad to hear of his retention, and would: be 
doubly glad to see him promoted to some higher office.) 


The Aftab-t-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 5th October, says 
Eale of the Educational that some time ago the proprietors of 
PEON RaOES. private printing presses at Lahore 
received information to the effect that the Director of Public 
Instruction intended to dispose of some things belonging to the 
Educational Press. On this Diwan Buta Singh, proprietor of 
the Aftéb-i-Panjdb Press, and some other men wrote to the 
Director suggesting that the things should be sold at a public 
auction. After a few days the Diw&n sent another letter, 
under a registered cover, offering Rs. 3,400, and adding that 
if any other person were to make a higher bid at the time of 
sale, he might increase his offer. But he recieved no reply. 
Now itis rumoured that the things haverbeen privately sold 
to a European for Rs. 2,500. If the rumour is well founded, 
the proceeding was a most objectionable one, and involved a 
great loss to Government. The Director should see to this. 


The Hindt Pradtp ( Allahabad), for October, says that the 
Copyright Bill is due to the mutual 
jealousy of Anglo-Indian newspapers; 
and that the measure will be a severe blow to the Native 
Press. As vernacular newspapers are subscribed for only 
by those persons who are unacquainted with English, 00 
Anglo-Indian journal can possibly suffer any loss from the 
republication of its telegrams by vernacular newspapers 
within 24 hours after their first appearance. Hence the Fra~ 
dp contends that if the Bill be passed, its operation —_ 
be confined to newspapers printed in English. 
The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 6th Ontatans: ws28 me 
Late Examination of candidates. fe: Oe: e 


Revenue Agents and Va- Revenue Agents in Undh a 
us held at Lucknow, TO 
pay an examination-fee & Re 


Copyright Bill. 
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each, and those for the Examination of Vakils in local law 
a fee of Rs. 15. Moreover, each candidate has to submit an 
application on a stamped paper of one rupee. At the late 
Examinations held on the 2&th and 29th September, there 
were 183 candidates for the Examination of Revenue Agents 
and 18 for that of Vakils, and over Rs. 2,300 were realized 
from them by Government on account of examination-fees 
and stamps. Now the entire cost of paper and ink supplied 
to them at the time of examination could hardly exceed 
Rs. 100, for half a quire of paper was given to each man 
on each day. What has Government done with the remain- 
ing Rs. 2,200? Even if a further deduction, say of Rs. 300 
or Rs. 400, be made on account of remuneration to Govern- 
ment for the labour involved to Government officers by the 
Examinations, there still remains a surplus of Rs. 1,900 
or Rs. 1,800, As examination-fees are only intended to 
meet the expenses of the Examinations, Government is not 
justified in levying such high rates. Other complaints have 
also been generally made regarding the late Examination. It 
is said that the candidates did not get sufficient time for 
answering the questions, especially as a large portion of 
their time had been spent in writing them down. Is it tho 
object of Government to prevent an increase of Revenue 


Agents? But an increase in their number can do no harm to 
Government. : 


The same paper complains that the Deputy Commissioner 
Deputy Commissioner Of Bara Banki has lately issued orders 
of Bara Banki. to the effect that no application should 
be received from an agent or attorney unless it is signed 
and verified by the person in whose behalf it is presented, aud 
argues that the order is opposed to the provisions of section 
51 of the Civil Procedure Code and caleulated to cause great 
inconvenience and loss to people. Suppose a person, in 
whose behalf his agent or representative has occasion to make 
an application to court, is in England or America, or the 
person is an illiterate woman, how possibly can the agent 
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obtain his or her signature, as the case may be, to the 
application? Mukhtars have obtained a copy of the Deputy 


Commissioner’s order with difficulty, and have appealed 
against it to the Commissioner. 


The same paper complains that some officers go to 
Irregular attendance of Court at noon or l F. M., and work 
officers at Court. till 6 or 7 Pp. m. This practice in- 


volves a great deal of inconvenience to ministerial officials 
who attend office at 10 a. M. 


The Hindusténf (Lucknow), of the 11th October, in 


a _.... reviewing the Poliee Administration 
Police Administration 
Report for 1884, N.-W. P. Keport for 1884, observes that, exclud- 


paictisderses ing sanitary offences, the number of 
total reported criminal offences was 132,417 as against 
128,068 in the previous year.. The figures for the last year 
include 5,533 cases which were declared false by Magistrates. 
The incidence of crime per 10,000 of population was 27 in 
the North-Western Provinces and 37 in Oudh, while it 
was 25 in the Panjab and only 13 in Bengal. The preva- 
lence of crime in these provinces cannot but be ascribed to 
the incompetence and inefficiency of the police. The average 
of fulse cases got up by the police, being 1 a month per dis- 
trict, was very high. Mr. Webster complains tbat the police 
receive no aid from the people in discovering and bring- 
ing criminals to justice. Obviously he is not acquainted 
with the character of the police in this country, otherwise 
he would not have made such a complaint. The police have 
made themselves a terror to the people, who consequently 
take good care to keep aloof from them as much as possible. 
Their present condition is a dark stain on the administration. 
Ht is necessary to improve the tone of the Department by 4 
large recruitment of honest, respectable, and able persons. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 9th October, says that 
Mubarram and the Da District Officers, as a rule, have made 
me tolerably fair arran gements for. the 
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Muharram and the Dasehra in accordance with local necessi- 
ties. In cities like Lucknow where the Muhammadan popu- 
lation largely exceeds the Hindu population the Rém-lila or 
Ram-lilas, as the case may be, will be allowed to be held at 
fixed place or places, and in other cities Muhammdaans will be 
allowed the use of streets and thoroughfares in the forenoon 
and Hindus in the afternoon. Every unprejudiced man 
must approve of these arrangements. One class of the 
community cannot be justified in desiring that the other 
class should be prevented from celebrating its festival. As 
ignorant persons often allow passion to get the better of 
their reason on such occasions, the Magistrates should call 
in the aid of the military for the preservation of order, es- 
pecially at those places where riots are apprehended. 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), of the 7th October, 
Muharram and the Da- Says that Mr. Porter, Magistrate of 
schra at Allahabad. Allahabad, has wisely fixed separate 
times for the Muharram and the Ram-lila processions with a 
view to prevent collisions. Both Hindus and Musalmans 
should be thankful to him for this fair arrangement, but the 
latter are dissatisfied and have protested against it. Itisa 
matter of satisfaction that he has not acceded to their unrea- 
sonable wishes and still adheres to his orders. He has adopt- 
ed all necessary precautions agaiust an outbreak. No one 
is allowed to carry a stick ; brickbats and limestones have been 
removed from streets; and persons of bad character have been 
ordered to be specially watched. (The Hindi Pradtp, Allah- 
abad, for October, praises Mr. Porter for the orders issued 
by him for the regulation of the Maharrain and the Dasehra, 
and hopes that he will not yield to the threats of Musalmins. ) 


The Wagdya-i-Alam (Ghazipur) of the 5th October, is 


Muharram aud the De. glad to say that the Dasehra-Muhar- 
sehra at Ghésipur. ram difficulty bas been settled ina 


satisfactory way at Ghazipur. Hindus and Musalmans volun- 
tarily appointed a committee, consisting of two Hindus and 
two Musalmans, to make suitable proposals for the regula+ 
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tion of the two festivals, and agreed to abide by their decision. 
The committee has decided that Musalmans should celebrate 
their Muharram in the northern portion of the city ; that 
Hindus should hold their R&m-lila in the southern portion ; 
and that neither party should use the central street which 
divides the two portions. Both the communities are satisfied 
with this decision, and it may be hoped that no riots will 
occur there. 


The Sajjan Vinod (Agra), of the 4th October, referring to 
the coincidence of the Muharram with 
the Dasehra, observes that it is to be 
hoped that the Musalmans of Agra will commit no riots on 
the occasion. The subordinate local officers being generally 
Musalmfns and being opposed. to Hindus, the Muhammadan 
influence predominates in the city. Hindus are quite silent, 
especially as the European officers do not appear inclined 
to listen to them. The District Officers at Cawnpore and 
Allahabad are just and impartial, and look upon the two 
classes of people with an eye of equality. 


The Islam (Meerut), of the 9th October, says that at 
Meerut Hindus appear to be dissatis- 
fied with the conduct of Musalmans 
on the occasion of the late Id, and threaten to stop all trade 
with them in consequence. The proposal cannot but be 
deeply regretted, inasmuch as it will involve a great loss to 
the two communities and embitter their feelings against each 
other. On the other hand, the threat held out by Hindus 
will not be an unmixed evil, if Muhammadans take a warning 
from it and engage in trade in order to supply their own wants. 
[The Akhbdr-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 29th September, con- 
demns the proposal, and advises the leaders of the Hindu 
community to give up the idea. ] 


The Najmu-l-Hind (Moradabad) of the 30th September, 
received on the 15th October, in 
answer to the charge brought by the 
Muhammadan newspapers of Moradabad against Hindu 


Muharram at Agra. 


Hindus and Musalmans 
at Meerut. 


Yd riots at Moradabad. 
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traders to the effect that they carried sticks and attempted to 
attack Musalmfns at their houses, observes that nothing can 
be more untrue than sucha charge. Hindu traders are gene- 
rally Banias who are well known for their timidity. They 
closed their shops in order to save their property from being 
robbed by Musalméns, in case of an outbreak. The robberies 
committed by Musalm4ns during the Mutiny and the religious 
riots of 1872 are still fresh in their memory. As regards the 
cow which escaped from the house of Muhammad Ismail, 
Peshkar of the Judge’s Court, the Najm observes that the cow 
was pursued by his two servants who carried a halter and 
large knives in their hands! She entered a Hinda temple where 
she was seized by some Hindus and sent to the cattle-pound. 
Next day Hindus purchased her from the Peshkar at a high 
price of Rs. 72, on condition that he would distribute the 


money among the poor, But in utter disregard of his pro- 


mise he bought 12 kine with the money and killed~them at 


the house of Maulvi Jafar Ali, Honorary Magistrate! The 


skins and flesh of the kine were carried’ in a carriage 
through the central street in order that Hindus might know 
what had been done with their money! (A local corres- 
pondent of the same paper gives an account of the distarbance 
and also alist of the native officers in the Moradabad dis- 
trict, in order to show the prevalence of the Muhammadan 
official element there. At Moradabad itself two of the three 
Deputy Collectors, the Tahsildér, the Assistant Superinten- 
dent and the three Inspectors of Police, four out of the five 
Honorary Magistrates, the Subordinate Judge, one.of the two 
Munsifs, the Government Pleader, the Secretary of the Mu- 
nicipality, and the President of the District Board are Mu- 
hammadans. In the interior of the district, the five Tah- 
sildérs and the two Munsifs are all Musalmins. In short, 


out of the 27 native officers 94 are Musalméos and only 
three Hindus.) 


The Bharat Prékash (Moradabad) of the 1st Gerba Circulation, 
| 150 copies. 


- gives an account of the late id ri 
at Moradabad, and complains a 
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Muhammadans killed kine at several places inside the city 
where they had been prohibited from doing so before. It is 
surprising that a respectable man like Munshi Mazhar Husain, 
Honorary Magistrate, should have killed a cow at his house, 
although he had been forbidden by the Magistrate to do so 
on a previous occasion. He has been criminally prosecuted, 
and his case is pending before the Joint-Magistrate. . Beef 
and skins of kine were carried by some Musalmans in a car- 
riage through the central street, and heads of kine were thrown 
into public streets at Nawabganj and Dinddrpur. Hindus 
were obliged to close their shops for five or six days through 
fear of Musalmans. The Magistrate has reassured them and 
prohibited Musalméns from killing any animal inside the city. 
In conclusion, the Prakdsh remonstrates with Muhammadan 
newspapers of Moradabad for publishing a one-sided version 
of the story. (The Sitdra-i- Hind, Moradabad, of the 28th 
September, received on the 5th October, gives nearly the 


same account of the religious quarrel between Hindus and 
Musalmins at Moradabad.) 


The Hoshidrpur correspondent of the Rahkbar-i-Hind 
(Lahore), of the 8th October, refer- 
ring to the late Id riots at that city, 
observes that two Musalmans and three butchers have been 
fined Rs. 50 each by the Deputy Commissioner. These 
fines have made the relations between the two communities 
still worse. The Deputy Commissioner should have endea- 


voured to restore friendship between them or should have 
also fined Hindus. 


Yd riots at Hoshiarpur. 


The Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 10th October, 
pA, Muhammadan killed On the authority of a correspondent, 
re of ct te Td ey He states that on the day of the late Id 
iGae, Gosniérpus, a Qazi killed a cow in a: public tho- 
roughfare at Hariana, Hoshiarpur. A J&t peasant happened 
to pass by the place, and, seeing, what the Qazi bad done, 
said that he had murdered the cow. The Qézi angrily replied 
that he had not murdered the animal but had sacrificed it to 
please God. The Jat was enraged ; and, saying that if God, 


( 309 ) 


was pleased with the sacrifice of an animal, he would be 
still more pleased with a human sacrifice, he killed the Qézi 
then and there with a hoe which he carried. Some other 
Musalmans assembled and were about to kill the peasant. But 
in the meantime the police appeared on the scene and took him 
to the police-station. 


The Hoshiarpur correspondent of the Qaisart (Jallandar), 
Alleged murder of a Of the 3rd October, in answer to the 
pothe Tebatidée of Hoebi. atticle which appeared in the Ajtdb-i- 
arpur. Hind regarding the alleged murder 
of a Muhammadan lambardf&r by the Tahsilddér of Hoshifr- 
pur on the day of the late Id (see page 68t of the Selections 


from Vernacular Newspapers for the week ending the 2nd 


Circulation; 
125 copies. 


October, 1885), says that the story is utterly false and . 


malicious. The true facts of the case are that the Tahsildar 
sent a chaprasi to Bohre on some public business ; that the 
zamindirs of the village quarrelled with the chapr&si and 
beat him, and then the Tahsildar fined them Rs. 15 each in 
consequence. 


The Aedd (Lucknow), of the 6th October, endeavours to 
_. show that the condition of cultivators 
Unsatisfactory condition : | 
of agricultural classes in and landlords is generally most unsa- 
_— tisfactory, and asks the Association of 
Talukdérs in Oudh to adopt measures for improving the 
breed of cattle and encouraging the use of European imple- 
ments of husbandry in the province. 
The Ainu-l-Akhbdr (Moradabad), of the 80th September, 
& atine dite ala teceived on the 10th October, in a 
rasian at Kareli, Narsing- communicated article, states that on 
oe, Coe Pee a September a native child 
was run over and killed by a railway engine at Kareli, Nar- 
Singpur. The engine-driver must have been a European 
or a Eurasian. Again, lately some Eurasians went out 
shooting, and fired several times on some running deer. One 
shot struck a native, who was working in a field. The man 
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was removed to the hospital, where the bullet was extracted 
from his body, but he died in the evening. It is needless 
to say that he will be held to have been shot accidentally, and 
that the accused will probably be let off with a small fine, 
which may be paid to the heirs of the deceased as compensa- 
tion! It would be well if a list were prepared of all such 
cases, in order that the public might be able to know how- 
many natives have been killed by Europeans in this way 
since the establishment of British rule in this country. 


The Ghamkhwar-i-Hind (Iahore), of the 8rd October, 

Alleged prevalence of Complains of the prevalence of theft 
theft at Lahore. at Lahore, and observes that Sardar 
Amar Singh, City Inspector of Police, is no doubt a very 
able and honest police officer, but that the same cannot 
be said of subordinate officials. In order to increase the 
efficiency of the Police Department it is necessary to recruit 
the department from among respectable and educated persons. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 2nd October, says 
Late Mahéréja of Kash. that it is a matter of deep regret that 
mir and the Pioneer. a respectable Anglo-Indian newspaper 
like the Pioneer should have made a most unjustifiable attack 
on the late Mahfrdja of Kashmir. The Pioneer calls His 
Highness an uneducated man, because he did not know Eng- 
lish! It is well known that he was an excellent vernacular 
scholar and a great patron of learning. He established a 
large library near his palace and had many useful Sanskrit 
books translated into vernacular. Again, the Pioneer says 
that he was accustomed to hold his Court day and night, and 
blames him for the practice. But he really deserves to be 
praised for it. Another charge brought against the Maharaja 
is that he has left an empty treasury. The unsatisfactory state 
of his finances may be due to his great generosity, ,but 
even his worst enemy cannot say that he was voluptnary, 
and spent the money on pursuit of sensual pleasures, It has 


[ 7b) 


pees: alleged that he disliked Englishmen and English 
things. Nothing can be more untrue than this charge. 
European visitors to Kashmir can hardly desire a beiter 
hospitality than that shown to them by the Kashmir Gov- 
ernment, As regards the Mahardja’s alleged dislike of 
English things, the editor himself saw His Highness’s palace 
filled with English furniture. But he might have hated 
those Europeans who are enemies of this country. The 
Bandhu endeavours to answer: other charges in the same 
way, and observes that the secret object of the Pioneer ap- 
pears to be that the Government of India should avail itself 
of the occasion of the Mahidrdja’s death to annex the Happy 
Valley to British territory. But annexation is simply out of 
the question. | 


The Shaftq-t-Hind (Lahore), of the 3rd October, says 
that, looking at the high terms in 
which the Government of India and 
the Panjab Government had spoken of 
the late Maharaja of Kashmir in noticing his death, it was 
believed that the Supreme Government would give the new 
Maharaja every possible aid. On the contrary, it is reported 
to have decided to appoint a permanent Resident at Kashmir 
ia future, and thus to deprive the State of a special distinction 
which it hitherto enjoyed. This shows that the utterances of 
Government are no true index to its thoughts and feelings, 
and that it is incapable of appreciating the services of Feu- 
datory Chiefs. The late Mahar4ja rendered important ser- 
Vices to the paramount power during the Mutiny of 1857, 
and the Government of India itself acknowledged those ser- 
Vices in its notification about his death. Moreover, it is well 
known that he gave no small aid during the late Kabul War, 


Proposed appointment 
of a permanent Resident 
at Kashmir. 


and offered to place his entire arm y at the disposal of British 


Government on the occasion of the late Central Asian crisis. 
But Government means to requite his loyalty by depriving 
his successor of a most valuable privilege! Lord Dufferin ap- 
pears to be desirous of reviving the policy of imperialism fol- 


Circulation, 
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lowed by Lord Lytton. The appointment of a permanent 
Resident at Kashmir is particularly objectionable when the 
new Mah4rdja has promised in his speech, delivered at his 


instalation, to introduce necessary reforms in the administra- 
tion. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb \ Lahore), of the rd October, in 
aS commenting upou the same subject, 
observes that the proposal is impoli- 

tic and even opposed to treaty stipulations. To the Anjuman’s 
knowledge no new necessity has arisen since the death of the 
late Mahfraja for the appointment of a permanent Resident 
at Kashmir. On the contrary, the new Maharaja has inaugu- 
rated his accession to the throne with some important re- 
forms and has held out hopes of further reforms which are 
calculated to promote the welfare of the people. The Anju- 
man quotes an extract from his installation speech in which 
he promised to make it a point to ameliorate the condition of 


cultivators, traders and artizans, encourage the spread of 
education, improve roads, patronize able men without distine- 
tion of race or religion, and so forth, and remarks that, in 
the face of such express promises on his part, Government 


interference cannot be considered justifiable. He should 
have been given a fair trial. 


An unnecessary departure from 
the poliey whieh the Government of India has hitberto par- 


sued towards Kashmir wi!l lead the public to imagine that 
it longed for an opportunity like the one now offered by the 


death of the late Maharaja to interfere with the affairs of that 
State. : 


The Reformer (Lahore), of the 10th October, in comnient- 


mn ing upon Kashmir affairs, approves of 
e same. or Sa 
the bestowal of the title of Raja by 
the new Mahérija upon his two younger brothers, but 1s 
surprised at the sudden appointment of a permanent 
Resident in that State, especially when His Highness 
has commenced his reion so laudably. On the very day 
of his installation he reduced some duties and taxes; 


( 7} 


and promised to introduce necessary reforms in the adminis- 
tration. The interference of the paramount power is quite 
uncalled for and impolitic. (The Sabh4 Kapurthala, of the 
3rd October, also expresses nearly the same sentiments. 
The Akhbdr-i-Am, Lahore, of the 3rd. October, observes that 
the appointment of a Resident. at a Native State is not objec- 
tionable in itself, but that the evil is that he encroaches on 
the powers of the Chief. Colonel St. John is a very good and 
abie man, but Kashmir cannot be sure of always getting 
such a Resident. The Rahbar-i-Hind, Lahore, of the 3rd 
October, does not approve of the appointment of a permanent 
Resident at Kashmir.) 


The Rdjputdna Gazette (Ajmere), of the 5th Octo- 
wie nein: as ber, says that the Maharaja of Jodh- 
the use of English cloth pur was lately much annoyed to find 
ee his barber wearing a tunic of the 
same cloth which he himself used. As soon as a State offi- 
cer, whose name the Gazette does not mention but whom it 
calls a black European, heard of this incident, he at once 
issued orders to the effect that no one except the Mahfrdja 
could use any kind of English cloth! Evén the highest State 
officers are now to be seen dressed in a kind of coarse 
native cloth. The prohibition will cause great loss to trad- 
ers at Jodhpur who have got large quantities of English 
cloth, and the revenues of the State will also suffer from 
the non-importation of such cloth in future. Colonel Powlett 


disapproves of the restriction, but he does not like to inter- 


fere in deference to the feelings of the Darbar. 


Circulation, 
315 copies. 
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